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6.2External timber framed walls

DESIGN STANDARDS - Interstate - Regular - 12pt - white for headings

LOADBEARING WALLS - INTERSTATE - REGULAR - 12pt black
6.2 - D3  Loadbearing timber framed  - Interstate - Bold - 8pt - black 
walls shall be designed to support and 
transfer loads to foundations safely and 
without undue movement

Structural design of loadbearing timber  - Interstate Light - 8pt - Re�ex Blue  
framed walls should be in accordance with 
BS 5268 : Parts 2 and 6. The design should 
take into account:
•   wind loads
•   roof loads

sealant - Drawing annotations - Frutiger Italic - 7pt - pantone 2755

3 column width
and height

2 column width and height

Full width Consistency drawings - 160mm

Retaining walls across private gardens

Question
Is permanent access and guarding always required to retaining walls across private gardens?

Considerations
NHBC Standards clauses 9.2 - D3(b) & S7(a) require steps and guarding where structures retain land more than
600mm high to which people have access.

NHBC Standards clause 9.2 - D6 states access is not required to small isolated garden areas such as narrow 
strips of land at the top or bottom of retaining walls.

Areas of low maintenance planting above or below a retaining wall may only require limited access for 
maintenance.

Answer
Where any area of land above a retaining wall is planted solely with low maintenance plants which require only 
infrequent access for maintenance and the retaining structure cannot be readily climbed by young children 
(under 5 years), permanent access and guarding is not required  (See diagram 1).

Temporary access e.g. a ladder, can be provided by the gardener who should be aware of the potential risk of 
falling from unguarded drops and be responsible for their own safety.

Where land below a retaining wall is similarrly planted permanent access is not required but guarding is required 
in accordance with NHBC Standards clause 9.2 - S7(a) (See diagram 2).
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3 column width
and height

2 column width and height

Ground Level

Greater than 600mm

Retaining structure

Greater than 30o

GUARDING REQUIRED - If drop greater than 600mm and/or slope of ground below
    retaining structure is greater than 30o

less than 600mm

No guarding to path

path

Guarding to path required

path

path

more than 600mm

more than 600mm

Clause 9.2 - D5

more than 600mm

path

No guarding to path

No guarding to path

1  Low maintenance planting to whole area
2  Retaining structure not readily climbed by children under 5 years e.g. fairface masonry at least 900mm high
3  Main garden area for family use
4  Retaining structure
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Diagram 2 - No permanent access required
    - Guarding required where ‘  x  ’ is greater than 600mm

Diagram 1 - No guarding or permanent access required

Boundary fence

Boundary fence

5  Guarding where ‘ x ’ is greater than 600mm. Guarding to be 1100mm high, not readily climbed by children 
    with no gaps able to pass 100mm sphere.

x
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