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Technical Guidance
Japanese Knotweed

Question
Where Japanese Knotweed is found on a site what action should be taken ?

Considerations
Although Japanese Knotweed has a vigorous growth and can be di cult to eradicate,
it has not been found to cause structural damage.

It can grow through, and cause damage to, paved and tarmaced surfaces.

There is strict legislation regarding its management and disposal.

Answer
Where Japanese Knotweed is found on a site advise on its control and disposal can be found 
in the Environment Agency’s  Code ‘Managing Japanese Knotweed on development sites’. 

The Code is in three parts and describes both chemical and non-chemical methods of 
control and methods of disposal both on site and to licenced tips.

Copies of the Code of Practice can be obtained from the Environment Agency website at
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
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