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he successful development of
the Thames Gateway is a key
objective in the Government’s

plans to build 250,000 new homes
in the South East of England.
With this in mind, last year

NHBC set up its Thames Gateway
Taskforce which is focused on
delivering a cohesive service to
builders and developers, to help
them meet their challenging targets
in this vitally important growth

area. Covering all areas of NHBC’s
expertise, the Taskforce brings
together NHBC’s leading Buildmark
warranty and insurance for new
homes, building control and other
engineering expertise, such as
Land Quality Endorsement (LQE)
and sustainability services, with the
aim of providing a seamless service
to developers.
Two projects which showcase

NHBC’s technical capabilities are the
Chatham Maritime Fishing Village
and Eastern Quarry in Kent.

EASTERNQUARRY
The Land Quality Endorsement
services provided by NHBC have
assisted Land Securities in the
development of their 260 hectare
development site at Eastern Quarry.
NHBC introduced LQE in 2005 as a
consultancy service aimed at
providing technical risk
management for specialist
remediation companies, landowners,
private developers, regeneration

specialists, development agencies
and similar companies. These
organisations are either responsible
for or they own contaminated sites,
with the intention of undertaking
remediation of the site for
residential development but which
themselves are not NHBC
Registered builders or developers.
Land Quality Endorsement is a

consultancy service available from
NHBC Engineering through NHBC

Services Ltd, the consulting division
of NHBC. LQE has been developed
to allow the assessment of
contaminated and brownfield sites,
against the requirements of the
NHBC Standards. This is for the
purposes of determining suitability
for Buildmark Warranty cover, in
advance of the formal registration
of residential properties on the
site. Specifically, sites will be
assessed against the requirements
of NHBC Standards Chapter 4.1:
Land Quality- Managing
Ground Conditions.
NHBC has worked with Land

Securities and their engineering
consultants Arup to ensure that,
following remediation, the site is
considered suitable for the provision
of NHBC Buildmark cover. This pre-
registration assessment of the site
saves both time and effort for
registered builders and developers,
since the information on land
quality issues has been previously
submitted by Land Securities and

appraised by a technical team
at NHBC.
Village D is the first section of

the site to be developed and will
yield 1400 residential plots which
will be completed by 2012. The site,
adjacent to Bluewater Retail Park to
the west, was previously a chalk
quarry and the works commissioned
by Land Securities include the re-
profiling of the site to cut and fill
depths in fine, silty, Thanet Sand
material up to 66m with 10 million
cubic metres of quarry back fill
material being re-excavated, placed
and compacted.
Design of earthworks, and

supervision and validation of the
landform works have been carried
out by Arup and NHBC have
contributed to design team
meetings, reviewing earthworks
performance testing and attending
progress meetings on site.
NHBC have provided interim

updates on their assessments in the
form of the Land Quality
Endorsement Certificate which has
been issued and updated on seven
occasions during the two year project.
The NHBC involvement is

intended to increase confidence
in house builders intending to
develop the site that geotechnical
and contamination risks have
been thoroughly reviewed and
addressed in accordance with
NHBC Standards.

THE FISHINGVILLAGE,
CHATHAMMARITIME
The Fishing Village, at Chatham
Maritime, is a on a 7.4 acre (2.99 ha)
site built on the site of the former
Royal Naval Dockyard. Prior to
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the Taskforce brings together NHBC’s
leading Buildmark warranty and insurance
for new homes



construction the entire site was
decontaminated and then filled with
sand before construction began five
years later. The builders,
Countryside Properties, utilised the
architects PCKO to incorporate the
very latest thinking in sustainable
development. Ninety Four houses
and 164 apartments have been
planned for the north side of St
Mary's Island. The new homes at

The Fishing Village will include 1, 2
and 3 bedroom apartments and 2, 3
and 4 bedroom houses, designed to
reflect the spirit of traditional Kent
fishing villages. Features include
varied rooflines and staggered
frontages, depicting a village that
has evolved over a period of time,
and the new homes combine
integral, wooden beamed balconies
and weather boarding. The homes at
the Fishing Village break new
ground in terms of sustainability in
the following areas:
All homes have gained EcoHomes

level of Good on the early phases of
the Fishing Village, with the latest
phases rated as Very Good.
Building timber is sourced from
managed, renewable sources and
certified where practical, by a

recognised body such as the Forestry
Stewardship Council. The timber
framed houses can save 15-20% on
an annual heating bill.
Homes are orientated to allow

passive solar gain and shelter from
prevailing winds with high standards
of insulation in the roof and walls of
the homes which reduces heat loss.
All insulation is CFC and HCFC free.
Homes are fitted with the very

latest energy efficient central heating
systems and some are designed to
incorporate their own sun lit
conservatories and solar roof panels,
which help heat the houses.
Windows are made from wood

taken from managed forests. For every
tree felled, at least one other is planted.
Kitchens are fitted with appliances that
have an energy efficiency rating of B
or higher.All halls and landings have
compact fluorescent light fittings.
In addition, numerous water
conservation devices are used, such as
dual flush cisterns and water saving
filters on taps.
NHBC has advised Countryside

Properties from the start of the
project to ensure compliance with the
Building Regulations as well as advice
on design, technical and
engineering issues. NHBC
inspectors checked the land for
signs of contamination and
returned to inspect construction at
all stages to ensure that issues and
problems were identified early,
before costly delays and remediation
work would become necessary.
The result is an almost flawless

construction project with all
properties achieving the NHBC’s 10
year BuildmarkWarranty and
insurance cover. IMTIAZ FAROOKHI NA
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The NHBC
involvement is
intended to increase
confidence in house
builders intending
to develop the site




