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The Technical Guidance Notes are produced by NHBC as guidance solely for our builder customers as to how 
to interpret the technical requirements in relation to the warranty cover provided by NHBC under its Buildmark, 
Buildmark Choice, Buildmark Link, Buildmark Solo, Buildmark Connect or any similar product from time to time. It 
has not been created or intended for distribution or use outside of that purpose. The information contained in this 
Technical Guidance Note does not constitute advice and is not to be relied upon by any third party. Nothing in 
this Technical Guidance Note is intended to, nor should it be taken to, create any legal or contractual relationship. 
Any third party who chooses to rely upon the information contained in the Technical Guidance Notes shall do so 
entirely at their own risk and NHBC accepts no duty of care or liability, however caused, in connection with its use 
or reliance by any third party.

Bedding lintels
(February 2024) (Third issue - supersedes April 2011)

Considerations
	z NHBC Standards clause 6.1.12 states that lintels should be installed level on a solid bed of mortar.
	z �BS�EN�845-2�‘Specification�for�ancillary�components�for�masonry�-�lintels’�states�that�lintels�should�be�bedded�on�

mortar and levelled.
	z Mortar�bedding�takes�out�any�unevenness�between�lintels/beams�and�their�support.
	z �Full�contact�is�required�between�lintels/beams�and�their�support�to�reduce�the�effects�of�uneven�loading,�which�

could cause over stressing of the lintel or the supports.
	z Lintels�can�twist�where�uniform�support�is�not�provided.

Answer
Lintels and steel beams should be bedded on mortar to both leaves to ensure an even distribution of the loads. 
The�thickness�of�the�bedding�should�be�sufficient�to�accommodate�any�unevenness�between�the�support�and�a�
lintel.�Coursing�considerations�will�mean�that�a�full�thickness�of�mortar�bedding�under�the�lintel�may�not�always�be�
possible.

Question
Can lintels and beams be dry bedded or is it necessary to bed them on mortar?

Fully bed lintel on both leaves of cavity wall.
Bedding to be kept thin to suit masonry coursing.
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